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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  report  upon  this 
district  for  1919. 

This  year  included  much  of  the  pandemic  of  Influenza  the 
details  of  which  are  given.  In  addition  there  was  the  out- 
break of  small  pox  at  Chorley  Wood  which  affected  this  area 
by  the  spread  of  infection  to  Chenies  and  Chalfont  Road.  The 
housing  question  has  been  followed  up  with  rigour,  and  my 
gratitude  is  due  to  the  Council  for  their  attitude  in  this 
matter.  Your  Inspector,  Mr.  Crowhurst,  rendered  the  most 
valuable  services  during  the  prevalence  of  small  pox,  in 
addition  to  the  routine  work  throughout  the  year.  His 
unceasing  vigilance  in  this  matter  largely  explains  the  rapid 
limitation  of  the  disease  in  my  opinion. 

This  year,  I need  hardly  remind  you,  is  that  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a Ministry  of  Health  whose  extended  powers 
supersede  those  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  This  provides 
an  opportunity  for  the  more  effective  carrying  out  of  all 
measures  bearing  on  the  Public  Health. 

I remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  SHERWOOD  NEW. 


Amersham  Rural  District — 1919. 


Deaths  of  Civilians. 

Males. 

Females. 

Small  Pox  ... 

: 

1 

Influenza 

1 1 

6 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

7 

8 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

1 

— 

Cancer 

11 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

1 

Meningitis  ... 

- 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

30 

Bronchitis  ... 

8 

Pneumonia... 

8 

Respiratory  Diseases  (other 

— 

Diarr  .cea  (under  2) 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

— . 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  .. 

3 

Congenital  Debility 

4 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

a 

Suicide 

5 

1 

2 


Other  defined  diseases 

39 

36 

Causes,  ill  defined... 

1 

Infants  under  1 year 

11 

8 

of  which  were  illegitimate  ... 

— 

2 

Total  Births 

T59 

161 

Legitimate 

i52 

149 

Illegitimate  ... 

7 

12 

POPULATION. 

For  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  24,073 
For  Death  Rate  ...  ...  23,109 


Housing  of  the  Industrial  Classes. 

The  extensive  work  entailed  by  the  earning  out  of 
the  Housing  Act  has  been  energetically  undertaken  by  this 
Authority.  Sites  for  500  Cottages  have  been  surveyed  and 
contoured.  The  preliminary  Housing  Survey  shewed  a total 
of  109  Cottages  in  the  area  in  a condition  not  justifying 
repair. 

Plans  are  drawn  and  approved  for  the  following.  The 
various  contracts  are  in  process  of  arrangement. 


COTTAGES. 


Parishes. 

Type  B. 

Type  D. 

Amersham 

25 

75 

Ashley  Green 

14 

Chalfont  St.  Giles 

40 

16 

Chalfont  St.  Peter 

...  48 

48 

Chartridge 

12 

Chenies  ... 

6 

— 

Coleshill... 

16 

— 

Latimer  ...  ... 

8 

— 

Great  Missenden  . . 

30 

14 

Little  Missenden 

16 

16 

Penn 

30 

2 

Seer  Green 

8 

— 

253 

171 

Statement  required  by  Article  V.  of  the  Housing  Regula- 
tion of  1910,  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of  Dwelling 
Houses  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 


Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purposes 

of  the  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  214 

Number  of  such  Houses  which  were  considered  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  represen- ) None 
tations  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a 1-  owing  to 
view  to  making  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...j  shortage. 

Closing  Orders None 

Number  of  Houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

without  the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  17 
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Number  of  Houses  made  fit  subsequently  to  closing 

orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ..  o 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  . . ...  ...  ..  3 

Number  of  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by 

Local  Authority  and  costs  recovered  ...  ...  ...  None 

As  above,  but  costs  not  recovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

DEFECTS  FOUND:— 

Drainage  defects  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  11 

Closet  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Water  supply  exposed  to  pollution...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  circulation  of  air  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  33 

Insufficient  light  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dirty  by  tenant’s  default  ...  , ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Dirty  by  landlord’s  default  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Insufficient  paving  ... o 

.Defective  refuse  disposal  methods  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Internal  structural  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Defective  roofs,  gutters  and  down  pipes  . . ...  ...  28 


The  Council’s  Housing  Estate,  Back  Lane, 
Amersham, 

This  project  was  planned  and  approved  before  the  war. 
The  drawings  of  the  elevation  and  plan  were  shewn  in  my 
Annual  Report  for  1914.  The  scheme  comprises  12  Cottages 
arranged  in  6 pairs  on  the  same  side  of  Back  Lane  as  the 
School,  and  extending  therefrom  towards  the  Rectory  Hill 
Road.  A connection  will  be  made  with  the  main  sewer 
serving  all  12  dwellings.  Though  delayed  by  difficulties 
brought  about  by  the  war  they  are  now  well  advanced  in 
construction  and  will  be  of  very  considerable  value  in  assisting 
in  the  relief  of  the  prevailing  overcrowding.  A feature  of 
their  construction  is  the  use  of  double  walls  of  brick. 

Small  Pox, 

A young  woman,  E.S.,  a chronic  sufferer  from  epilepsy,  developed 
vague  feverish  symptoms  at  the  beginning  of  April  and  was  attended  by 
Dr.  Irvine.  On  the  3rd  he  called  in  his  partner,  Dr  Henderson,  as  a 
suspicious  erupion  had  appeared.  This  suspicion  was  confirmed  by  Dr. 
Henderson.  By  prompt  notification  I was  enabled  to  see  this  case  early 
on  the  4th,  when  the  signs  allowed  of  a positive  diagnosis  at  once.  I 
immediately  informed  the  authorities  concerned  and  isolated  the  family 
which  consisted  of  Father  (T.B.),  Mother  (Mrs.  B.),  Boy  5 (T.T.B.),  and 
Infant  7/12.  In  tracing  recent  movements  of  E.S.  it  was  .ound  that  she 
worked  three  days  a week  in  a laundry  two  miles  to  the  south,  which  was 
situated  some  few  hundred  yards  over  the  County  boundary,  and  was  thus 
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in  Hertfordshire  (Watford  Rural  District).  This  complication  might  have 
been  serious  but  for  the  ready  help  of  the  Inspector  (Mr.  Freeman).  He 
soon  discovered  the  focus  in  his  area  from  which  the  laundry  had  been 
infected.  To  this  house  had  returned  recently  a member  of  the  family 
from  military  service  in  the  East.  After  return  home  he  passed  through  a 
mild  feverish  ailment  attributed  to  Malaria.  Soon  after  this  his  mother 
became  more  seriously  ill.  All  diagnosis  was  made  more  difficult  owing 
to  the  prevailing  epidemic  of  influenza.  The  two  servants  employed  in 
this  house  were  sisters  (K.H.  and  A.H.),  and  natives  of  Chenies,  Bucks. 
To  my  great  anxiety  it  was  made  out  that  A.H.  had  contracted  small 
pox,  and  when  at  the  most  infective  stage  had  gone  home  for  a holiday 
and  had  called  on  nearly  everyone  she  knew  in  the  Village,  whilst 
complaining  of  her  headache,  etc.  There  is  no  doubt  possible  that  the 
village  had  had  a most  thorough  exposure  to  infection. 

With  Dr.  Churchill’s  most  kindly  assistance,  first,  all  contacts  in 
Chenies  were  found  and  vaccinated,  and  next  the  whole  of  the  susceptible 
population  of  the  village  (upwards  of  60).  In  this  a few  were  found  who 
had  escaped  vaccination  altogether.  The  School  buildings  were  put  at 
our  disposal  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shand,  and  three  meetings  took  place  there 
after  public  notice.  Domiciliary  visits  made  up  the  total. 

It  was  no  little  satisfaction  to  find  that  no  diffusion  took  place  in 
Chenies. 

Reverting  to  the  original  house  (E.S.)  this  now  became  an  emergency 
hospital  for  small  pox.  The  nursing  was  done  by  a local  nurse  (Nurse 
Hobbs),  and  the  County  officer  sent  down  a second  three  days  later.  E*S. 
was  isolated  from  the  others.  The  boy  (T.T.B.)  sickened  on  1 2/4/19  and 
with  his  Mother  shewed  a typical  rash  on  the  15th. 

These  two  were  sent  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital,  at  Old  Windsor,  on 
.15th,  to  which  place  E.S.  had  been  sent  on  10/4/19. 

Neither  the  husband  nor  the  baby  developed  the  disease.  In  both 
cases  they  had  been  successfully  vaccinated  by  Dr.  Hardwicke.  On  April 
24th  the  Old  Windsor  Hospital  was  destroyed  by  fire,  the  three  patients 
were  saved  and  transferred  fo  the  adjacent  fever  hospital  then  unoccupied. 

Dr.  Henderson  fell  ill  on  April  16th,  and  had  an  irregular  rash 
following  vaccination  with  a non-government  lymph.  Dr.  Hogarth 
decided  this  should  be  treated  as  small  pox  and  found  accommodation  for 
him  under  the  Henley  and  Wallingford  Authority.  This  household  was 
vaccinated  by  me  at  once.  He  was  able  to  be  discharged  as  free  from 
infection  in  seven  days. 

The  writer  vaccinated  at  once  those  he  met  among  the  primary 
contacts,  who,  for  various  reasons,  had  not  come  under  the  attention  of 
Dr.  Hardwicke  nor  Dr.  Gardner,  whose  co-operation  on  the  Chalfont  side 
was  most  thorough. 

The  outbreak  in  this  area  amounted  to  these  three  cases.  No  second- 
ary case  developed  amongst  the  three  groups  of  contacts,  viz : — Finch 
Lane,  White  Lion  Road,  and  Chenies.  No  one  of  these  cases  proved  fatal 
as  did  the  case  of  A.H. 

This  outbreak,  though  successfully  controlled,  proves  the  imperative 
necessity  for  the  establishment  of  a Fever  Hospital,  accessible  at  all  times 
to  this  authority. 


Influenza. 


This  disease  appeared  in  notable  degree  in  the  district 
in  October  of  the  preceding  year.  This  period  is  therefore 
included  below. 


1918. 


Total. 


October  932 

November  12  5 5 

December  6 2 1 


2 16 

12  34 

5 T4 


Under 
1 year 

1918  2 

1919  3 


X9J9- 

January 

0 

0 

0 

0 

dotal, 

0 

February 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

March 

3 

1 

3 

1 

8 

April 

2 

0 

0 

3 

May 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

June 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

July 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

cugust 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

September 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

October 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

November 

0 

r 

0 

0 

1 

December 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

The  above  figi 

ures 

are  corrected  for 

16 

' transfer. 

1—5  6—10  n 

-20 

21—30 

:;i  40 

41- 

-50  51—60 

7 3 

8 

10 

13 

7 9 

0 0 

0 

2 

2 

2 1 

over  70 
2 
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The  causes  of  death  given  comprise  the  following  which 
were  associated  with  Influenza  in  1918. 


Pneumonia  ...  ...  54 

Cardiac  failure  ...  . ..  3 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  1 

Child-birth  ...  ...  1 

Idiopathic  ...  ...  4 


63 

The  disease  appeared  to  a notable  extent  about  the 
middle  of  October,  1918,  some  three  weeks  after  the  increase 
was  observed  in  London.  It  followed  the  lines  of  communi- 
cation and  bore  no  reference  to  the  direction  of  prevailing 
winds.  Though  no  class  and  no  area  was  exempt  the  incidence 
was  heavier  and  earlier  in  the  lower  lying  property.  The 
poorer  cottages  suffered  more  than  those  better  off.  The  issue 
of  detailed  warnings  and  advice  had  no  traceable  effect  on  the 
holding  of  social  and  other  meetings.  The  diffusion  from 
workshops  and  places  of  assembly  was  marked. 

Tuberculosis, 


Pulmonary.  Other. 

Males. 

Females. 

Notifications  ...  15  2 

10 

7 

By  Transfer  ...  4 1 

MORTAL  1 1'Y. 

2 

3 

Notification — Pulmonary  . . . 

15 

11 

Other  Systems. 

2 

0 

Transfer — Pulmonary  . . . 

4 

4 

Other  Systems. 

Total — 22  cases.  16  deaths. 

1 

1 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  increased  attention  given  to 
notification.  The  proportion  notified  of  those  dying  of  the 
disease  being  the  highest  since  the  regulations  were  introduced. 
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Open  Air  Shelters, 

These  continue  to  do  invaluable  service  in  limiting  the 
spread  of  infection  and  also  in  promoting  the  patients  health 
and  comfort  whilst  he  remains  amongst  his  relatives. 


The  six  Huts  are  thus  accounted  for: — 

Lent  to  Poor  Law  Guardians  (Beaconsfield)  ...  i 
Lent  to  County  Council  (Keeper’s  Lane)  ...  ...  i 

District  Council  — Case  at  Amersham  ...  ...  i 

Case  at  Gold  Hill  ...  ...  i 

Not  in  use  at  present ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Analysis  of  Deaths  of  Children  of  less  than  1 year. 


Mouths  up  to  1 
Convulsions  ...  i 

Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 

Malformation  ...  2 

Prematurity  ...  2 

Debility  ...  3 

Influenza 
Other  causes  ... 


1—3  4—6 


1 


1 


ILLEGITIMATE. 


7—9  10—12  Total. 

1 

1 i 3 

1 1 

2 


1 


4 

3 


1 


17 


Males 

Females 


Born. 

11 

8 


Died. 

o 

2 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


I.  —GENERAL. 

Number  of  inspections... 

Number  of  complaints  received 
Nuisances  detected  without  complaint 
Notices  served-  Formal 
Informal 

Nuisances  abated  by  persons  responsible 
Summonses  taken  out  ... 

Convictions 

II.  HOUSE  NUISANCES. 

Hoofs  repaired 

Spouts  cleaned  and  repaired  ... 
Pavements  repaired 
Overcrowding  abated  ... 

Dirty  houses  cleansed 

Other  house  defects  remedied 


218 


43 

198 

81 

160 

338 


29 

31 

7 

3 

35 

42 


1 
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III.  -DRAINS,  W.C’s.,  Etc.. 

Drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  18 

New  drains  laid ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

W.C’s  constructed  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C’s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  14 

W.C’s  supplied  with  water  ...  ...  ..  ..  . . 2 

Earth  closets  and  privies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  f4 

IV. — WATER  SUPPLY. 

Houses  supplied — formerly  wi  thout  ... 

Samples  of  water  analysed— Good  1 Bad  ...  ...  7 

Water  certificates  granted  22  Deferred  o ...  ...  22 

Cisterns  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Wells  . „ „ 3 

Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

V.  — FOOD  (under  Food  Control). 

Seizures  of  unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Surrenders  of  unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  9 

VI. — SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  Register  '...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Defects  found  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defects  remedied  5 

VII. — BAKEHOUSES. 

On  Register  25 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

VIII. — DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Dairymen  and  Purveyors  on  Registers  ...  ...  ...  30 

Cowkeepers  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Inspections  2 each 

Defects  found  and  remedied  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  9 

IX. - -FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS'. 

On  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Inspections  2 each 

Defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defects  remedied  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  4 

X. — VARIOUS. 

Visits  to  infected  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 and  4 each 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 
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<L.  2. 
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u- 
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6' 
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1917.  1918. 

1919. 

January 

2'12  ...  3’22 

478 

February 

ri8  ...  i'34 

5‘37 

March 

2-09  ...  ’93 

4*94 

April 

2-26  ...  505 

3-71 

May  ... 

209  ...  2-39 

•51 

June  ... 

4‘i8  ...  1*02 

i‘3i 

July 

4’54  •••  4*37 

212 

August 

.5'4°  •••  r8° 

2-243 

September  ... 

2*02  ...  6‘09 

179 

October 

5-38  ...  i'94 

•84 

November  ... 

r5+  ...  2-61 

1 65 

December  ... 

1*04  ...  2-87 

4‘i6> 

Totals  ... 

33'§4  33  63 

Registered  at 
Surbiton. 


